
“So You’re A History Major…”
Internship Opportunities Presentation

Phi Alpha Theta - Fall ‘22



Why does work experience matter?

● Allows you to expand your skills and 
knowledge 

● Helps you figure out what you want to 
do after undergrad 

● Makes you a much desirable employee 
● Work ≠ Academia



Humanities Professional Resource 
Center 
● 105 Gregory Hall

Major/Minor Department 
Newsletter/Emails

Professional/Honor Societies 
● Phi Alpha Theta (us!!!)

Campus Resources
The Career Center 

● 715 S. Wright Street

Career Fairs
● Gies 
● LAS & ACES 

Handshake and other online 
resources



What do you need when applying?
● A resume
● Cover letter 

○ IF REQUIRED
● References 

○ IF REQUESTED
● Your best, true self



Resume Tips
DO:

● Keep resume at one page
● Adjust space and headers
● Use action words
● Have proper tenses for descriptions and experiences
● Quantify your descriptions

DON’T

● Mention high school activities before junior or senior year at 
most

● Don’t use different colors and fonts



Example Resume
● Have your name and contact 

information up top
● Make sure the description 

stretches to fill the whole width 
of the page

● Have consistent formatting 
throughout



How to Present RSO Involvement In 
an Resume:

Illinois 
Undergraduate 
History Journal

Notice past 
tense! 

“Solicited 
submissions for 

History research 
papers”

“Collaboratively 
edited submissions 

for bi-annual 
publication”“Applied critical 

analysis of 
argumentative text”

Present not just 
your duties, but the 

skills that are 
transferable!



● Feb - Oct 2020
● Worked under ATLAS and 

HPRC as communications 
specialist 

● Research + Graphic Design 
experiences 

● Learned about career 
opportunities as a 
humanities major

HPRC Intern - Gabi



● Jun - Aug 2021
● Worked with handling the 

military uniform collections 
at PMA 

● Museum work experience 
● Figured out what I wanted to 

do with my major

Polish Museum of America Intern - Gabi



● Museum work (pays well)
● Work with researchers 

or anthropologists
● See how a museum 

functions 
● Education track

○ Work with kids

Field Museum of Natural History



Joliet Township Government
● Summer 2022
● Ran social media/helped 

with marketing
● Assisted in daily office 

paperwork
● Attended community 

events
● Spent a week at Animal 

Control
● Presented research about 

townships within Will 
County to Township 
Trustees



 Gilder Lehrman

Collections Metadata Intern

● June 2022-June 2023
● Edited and Uploaded American History 

Primary Sources all summer
● Experience in Digital Museum and 

Collection work
● Efficient in PastPerfect Software and now 

learning Argus
● Writing and Critical Thinking Skills further 

developed
● Met Famous Historians like Eric Foner


